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As in all other educational institutions, a rigid syllabus and
curriculum are laid down in great detail in the Academy.
In the first two years provision is made for a general educa-
tion, and the course is frequently interrupted to enable
students to complete practical agricultural operations
on the large estate surrounding the Academy. The
table on p. 90 summarises the agronomy course at the
Academy.

It is noteworthy that this curriculum has the same
scrappiness which is a feature of agricultural curricula in
British countries. The three longest courses are Military
Training (7 per cent, of the total course), Marxism-
Leninism and Political Economy (8 per cent, of the total
course), and Mechanisation (5 per cent, of the total course).

The normal number of students at the Timiryazev
Academy is 2,700, but the numbers are swollen at present
owing to the after-effects of the war, and in the session
1945-46 there were 3,500 students in attendance and about
sixty-five post-graduate students. Those who live in (a
large majority) are housed in four large dormitories at the
approach to the Academy. The Academy has fifty-five
chairs {kafedrd) and about 275 members of the teaching
staff. A good deal of research is carried out, and twice a
year there are meetings of the whole staff to hear reports on
research.

Chemical Education *

A student who wishes to become an industrial chemist
has two alternatives open to him: he may enter a university,
which trains chemists for * pure research *, or he may enter
one or other of the institutes for chemical technology.
There are twelve institutes of chemical technology in the
U.S.S.R.,2 beside many institutes of such specialised

1  Some of the material under this heading has appeared in the
Journal of tlie Australian Chemical Society, 1946.   I am indebted to
the Council of the Society for permission to use the material again.

2  At Dnepropetrovsk, Ivanovo, Kazan, Kiev, Leningrad, Moscow
(2), Rubejnoc, Kharkov (2), Chimkent, Yaroslavl.